**Abstract**

Personality is an important factor in the pathogenesis of schizophrenia because it affects patients' symptoms, cognition and social functioning. Several studies have reported specific personality traits in patients with schizophrenia compared with healthy subjects. However, the results were inconsistent among studies, as the sample size in each study was not sufficient. The NEO Five-Factor Inventory (NEO-FFI) measures five personality traits: Neuroticism (N), Extraversion (E), Openness (O), Agreeableness (A) and Conscientiousness (C). Here, we performed a meta-analysis of these personality traits assessed by the NEO-FFI in 427 patients with schizophrenia and 455 healthy subjects from the published literature and investigated possible associations between schizophrenia and these traits. There was no publication bias for any traits (*P*\>0.10). Because we found evidence of significant heterogeneity in all traits among the studies (*P*\<0.10), we applied a random-effect model to perform the meta-analysis. Patients with schizophrenia showed a higher score for N and lower scores for E, O, A and C compared with healthy subjects (*P*\<0.05). The effect sizes of these personality traits ranged from moderate to large. These differences were not affected by possible confounding factors, such as age and gender (*P*\>0.05). These findings suggest that patients with schizophrenia have a unique personality profile compared with healthy subjects.
